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Essential Questions

How are Common Core and rigor related?

How are the principles of learning, teaching, and 

curriculum connected to Common Core?

How can reflection and feedback from mini-

observations foster rigorous instruction for every 

student?
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Objectives

Identify shifts towards the Common Core as a catalyst 

towards rigorous instruction and accelerated improvement

Begin to establish a common understanding and language 

around the shifts taking place in the district: (Principles of 

Learning and Teaching and Rigor Rubric)

Understand the purpose of feedback from mini-observations

Gain a refresher on the strategy Think- Pair-Share and 

questions to extend student thinking.
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Learning with and through others: Think-Pair-Share

Kindergarten T-P-S Video -

Individual Popcorn

Teacher in Front

Pairs/Groups Sharing

Teacher Facilitating

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ci5H1AKCbfQ
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Bloom’s Taxonomy
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Strategies for extending thinking 

Why do you agree/disagree?

Tell me more. Can you give an example?

Where did you find that in the text?

Could you summarize Suzie’s thoughts?

Describe how you arrived at that answer.

Can you find evidence from the text?

Ask follow-up questions

1

Ask for a summary of a 

partner’s thinking

2

Ask students to justify 

their thinking

3
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Strategies for extending thinking 

How many people agree? (Thumbs 

up/down)

John, will you call on someone else to 

respond?

Could someone add to Susan’s 

thoughts?

Survey the class

4

Allow for student calling 

the next participant

5

Withhold judgment -

respond to students in a 

non-evaluative way
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An effective instructional leader…

• knows what to look for in effective instruction and 

classroom learning and 

• is able to describe the “gap in performance” or the 

absence of meeting a standard 

After mini observations, articulates feedback to the 

teacher with the teacher knowing the purpose for the 

observation/dialogue and expectation for action
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Closing Review of Objectives

Identify shifts towards the Common Core as a catalyst 

towards rigorous instruction and accelerated improvement

Begin to establish a common understanding and language 

around the shifts taking place in the district: (Principles of 

Learning and Teaching and Rigor Rubric)

Understand the purpose of feedback from mini-observations

Gain a refresher on the strategy Think- Pair-Share and 

questions to extend student thinking.
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